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50 Journal of Education Finance

lature to enact those reforms.*

In short, since the democratic imperative is fueling the current
judicial involvement in fiscal equity litigations, new forms of pub-
lic engagement and citizen participation must be included in judi-
cial remedial processes if effective and lasting funding and educa-
tional reforms are to be achieved. Broad-based civic dialogue is a
necessary component of the reforms that must be created if
American education—and indeed America’s democratic political
system—is to survive and thrive in the twenty-first century.

86. A detailed discussion of how a court-initiated public engagement process can be implemented in
the context of a major institutional reform litigation is set forth in Michacl A, Rebell and Robert L.
Hughes, “Efficacy and Engagement: The Remedies Problem Posed by Sheff v. O'Neill—and a
Proposed Solution,” Connecticut Law Review 29 (1997): 1115-1186.

The Campaign for Fiscal Equity, Inc., of which the author is the Executive Director, is cur-
rently spearheading an extensive public engagement process in New York State in connection with its
pending litigation. In the first phase of that process, more than 125 diverse groups in New York
City—education advocates, community groups, labor and business organizations, parents, students
and teachers—came together in three major conferences and dozens of community meetings, local
forums and focus groups to deliberate on the definition of a “sound basic education™ and the content
of a remedial proposal that should be presented to the court. The tentative working proposals that
emerged from that process are being reviewed, debated and modified in a series of approximately two
dozen regional forums that are being held throughout the state during the second phase of the public
engagement process. The input received from these forums will be further considered at culminating
city-wide and statewide conferences and through a statewide citizens survey.
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