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Philadelphia, PA 19107-4717 Pennsylvania

Phone: 215-238-6970 Every Kid Counts,
October 13, 2005 6757 Greene Street

Philadelphia, PA 19119
Phone: 215-332-2700

Dear Legislator:

We write to urge the General Assembly and the Governor to address the needs of
Pennsylvania’s public school students during this special session on property tax reform.
As high property taxes are only a symptom of a much deeper problem, property tax
reform that is not accompanied by school funding reform is destined to fail our children,
our schools, our communities — as well as taxpayers.

Our Constitution calls upon the General Assembly to provide a "thorough and efficient
system of public education.” Yet, for decades, our state lawmakers have failed to live up
to their responsibility to support high quality public education. Today, only one state
pays a smaller share of total education costs than Pennsylvania. Quite simply, if the state
would pay its fair share of public school costs, local districts would not need to raise
property taxes to such high levels.

Furthermore, cutting property taxes without raising the state’s role in education funding
threatens the fiscal well-being of public schools in the short run, and would not
permanently reduce the burden on taxpayers in the long run. Families will continue to
demand excellent schools, eventually exerting local pressure to increase property taxes
above the levels set in the proposals pending before the General Assembly.

Not only does the lack of a sound school funding formula inflate Pennsylvanian’s
property taxes — it also results in huge disparities in spending from district to district.
Combining local, state, and federal funds — some districts are able to spend more than
twice as much as others on teacher salaries, technology, tutoring and other items needed
to raise achievement. The quality of students’ education should not depend on their zip
code of residence; eliminating this “opportunity gap” should be a priority for the General
Assembly and the Governor, not simply cutting property taxes.
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Safe and successful schools will require — and deserve — continued high levels of funding.
This money must come from taxpayers in one form or another, even if property taxes are
reduced. Therefore, changing the way Pennsylvania pays for public education and
establishing a sound school funding formula is the only true long term solution to high
property taxes. Dozens of other states have reformed their school funding systems.
Pennsylvania must act before our children and our economy are left behind.

Several reasonable options exist and should be considered along with property tax
reform. For example:

o More fully funding the foundation formula to provide greater support to the
neediest school districts;

o Adopting a new funding formula based on what it takes to achieve academic
success such as found in the Micozzie Successful School Budget.

« Initiating an ongoing state process for "costing out" to develop and utilize the data
required to match annual funding with real educational needs; or

e Other proposed options for closing the opportunity gap.

Please act to support school funding reform and vote against property tax reform that
ignores the needs of our education system. Our children are depending on you.

Sincerely,

Baruch Kintisch Janis Risch

Education Law Center Good Schools Pennsylvania
1315 Walnut Street, Suite 400 6757 Green Street, 3rd Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19107-4798 Philadelphia, PA 19119
215-238-6970, ext. 320 (215) 332-2700
bkintisch@elc-pa.org janis@goodschoolspa.org

< Following is a list of organizations and individuals co-signing this
letter. The list is organized in zip code order.



ORGANIZATIONS:

Local Task Force #3

AlU Bldg

475 East Waterfront Drive
Homestead PA 15120

Pennsylvania PTA

Shari E. Lang, Region VIl VP
1027 Washington Blvd.
McKeesport, Pa. 15133-3842

Pittsburgh Administrators Association
Richard Sternberg, President

948 Harvard Road

Monroeville, Pennsylvania 15146

Penn Hills Advocates for Special Education
(PHASE)

3016 Greenridge Drive

Verona, PA 15147

Allegheny County ACORN
Gail Williams, President
William Belt, Vice President
5907 Penn Avenue, Suite 300
Pittsburgh, PA 15200

ACHIEVA

Candy Smith

711 Bingham Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15203

George Westinghouse High School
Parents School Community Council
Siemeca Crenshaw, Darcee Davis,
Frederick Douglas, Lorelly Ellis,

Betty Glass, Evelyn King, Parnell Lewis,
R.L. Mann, Daryl Moore, Rose Price,
R.T. Selloch, Johani Smith,

1101 N. Martland Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15208

Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic
Bridges for Education and Medicine
Sharon Campbell, Program Coordinator
Pittsburgh, PA 15213

Mt. Lebanon United Methodist Women
Mt. Lebanon United Methodist Church
Diane M. Miler, Co-President

3319 West Liberty Ave.

Pittsburgh, PA 15216

Church of the Redeemer
Rev. Jared J. Jackson
Pittsburgh, PA 15217

Thomas Merton Center
Edith Wilson

223 Elm Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15218

A Plus Schools

Vince Papale, Director
425 Sixth Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Pittsburgh Public Schools Parent
Communicators/West

Theresa A. Moeller

1114 Fredonia Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15220

Advisory Board on Autism and
Related Disorders (ABOARD)
Howard Carpenter

35 Wilson Street, Suite 100
Pittsburgh, PA 15223

AdvoKid

Trea Graham

332 Questend Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15228

Baldwin-Whitehall Council of PTAs
Lois Erdman, President

4900 Curry Road,

Pittsburgh, Pa 15236

Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Bishop Donald J. McCoid

9625 Perry Highway

Pittsburgh, PA 15237

Tri State Area School Study Council
Charles J. Gorman, Executive Secretary
University of Pittsburgh

4307 Posvar Hall

Pittsburgh PA 15260

Head Start of Fayette County Sandra Hall
492 Coolspring St.
Uniontown PA 15401



United Way of Westmoreland County
Linda Wagner, M.Ed.

Director, School Readiness Initiative
1011 Old Salem Road

Greensburg, PA 15601

Apollo-Ridge PTA Council

Marsha K. Guthrie, Past President
307 North Third Street

Apollo, PA 15613

Norwin School District

John C. Boylan, Superintendent
281 McMahon Dir.

North Huntingdon, PA 15642

Apollo-Ridge Council of PTAs
Debra Artman, President
P.O. Box 238

North Apollo, PA 15673

Pennsylvania Organizations Working
for Equitable Regional Strategies
(PA POWERS)

Shenango Valley Initiative

Tom Hawkins

786 East State Street

Sharon, PA 16146

Mentor Parent Program, Inc.
Gail Walker

P.O. Box 47

Pittsfield, PA 16340

Congregational Action to Lift with Love
(C.AL.L)

204 West 6" Street

Erie, PA 16507

League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania
Bonita Hoke, Executive Director

226 Forster Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102

“The LWV of PA does not support the use of
gambling revenue to pay for public
education.”

Second United Church of Christ

The Rev. Michael W. Beynon, Pastor
251 Verbeke Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102

Children's Project of Pennsylvania
Protection & Advocacy, Inc.

Ellen Mancuso

1414 N. Cameron Street - Suite C

Harrisburg, PA 17103

Pennsylvania Assaociation of Rural
and Small Schools

Joseph F. Bard, Executive Director

22 South 22nd Street

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17104

Pennsylvania State Education Association
James Weaver, Executive Director

400 North Third Street

Harrisburg, PA 17105

Pennsylvania Council of Churches
The Rev. Sandra L. Strauss
Pennsylvania Council of Churches
900 S. Arlington Avenue, Suite 100
Harrisburg, PA 17109

Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in Pennsylvania
Kathleen Daugherty, Director

245 Division Street

Harrisburg, PA 17110

Greater Harrisburg Area Branch NAACP
Dr. George H. Love, Education Chair
3757 Chambers Hill Road

Harrisburg, PA 17111

Pennsylvania Parent Teachers Association
Christine Munchak, President

Suzy Gerst, Legislation & Advocacy
Chairperson

4804 Derry Street

Harrisburg, PA 17111

Episcopal Diocese of Central PA
Bishop Michael W. Creighton
PO Box 11937

Harrisburg, PA 17108

Upper Adams School District
Eric Eshbach - Superintendent
PO Box 847 N. Main Street
Biglervillle, PA 17307

Millersville University Good Schools
Pennsylvania Chapter

Nora Baker, President

107 E. 7th Ave.

York, Pa 17404



Ephrata Area School District

Gerald Rosati, Ed.D, Superintendent
803 Oak Boulevard

Ephrata, PA 17522

Millersville University
Dr. Judith Wenrich
P.0O. Box 1002
Milllersville, PA 17551

Grandview United Methodist Church
The Rev. Andrea S. Brown, Associate
Pastor

888 Pleasure Road

Lancaster, PA 17601

School District of Lancaster

Dr. Rita Bishop, Superintendent
1020 Lehigh Avenue
Lancaster, PA 17602

St. James Episcopal Church
Peace and Justice Committee
110 North Duke Street
Lancaster, PA 17602

Urban League of Lancaster County, Inc.
Phyllis L. Campbell, President & CEO
502 S. Duke Street

Lancaster, PA. 17602

YWCA of Lancaster

Mary Ross, Youth Director
110 N Lime St.

Lancaster Pa 17602

Hamilton Park UCC

Dave Bushnell, Senior Pastor
1210 Maple Ave,

Lancaster, PA 17603

The Social Action Committee of the
Unitarian Universalist Church of Lancaster,
PA

Social Action Committee

Kathryn Blackburn

538 W. Chestnut St.

Lancaster PA 17603

United Methodist Women of the
First United Methodist Church
Helen Keister

234 South Main Street

Jersey Shore, PA 17740

Schuylkill Empowerment Project
Karl Jones, President

PO Box 55

Cressona, PA 17929

Children's Coalition of the Lehigh Valley
John Reynolds, Chair

1200 Main Street

Moravian College

Bethlehem, PA 18018

Air Products and Chemicals, Inc
Edward Donley, Former Chairman
7201 Hamilton Boulevard
Allentown, PA 18195-1501

Parents for Equal Access in Children's
Education (PEACE)

James Wright and Carol Whitley

126 Hawthorne Drive

Milford, PA 18337

Pennsylvania PTA
Christine Munchak
1717 Olive Street
Scranton, PA 18510

Northeast Bradford School District
Matt Gordon, Superintendent
RR1 Box 211B

Rome, PA 18837

Autism Support and Advocacy in
Pennsylvania (ASAP)

Patricia A. Amos

635 Ardmore Avenue

Ardmore, PA 19003-1831

St. John Episcopal Church
Rev. Michael Morgan

404 Levering Mill Road
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004

Immunization Education Program (IEP)
PA Chapter, American Academy of
Pediatrics (PA AAP)

Amy Wishner MSN, RN, IEP Director
Rose Tree Corporate Center Il

Suite 3007, 1400 North Providence Road
Media, PA 19063

For Love of Children (FLOC), Bucks County

Mary Ann Bentz
733 N. Penna. Ave.
Morrisville PA 19067



The Achievement Project (TAP)

Nicola Tollett Jefferson, Executive Director
P.O. Box 36

Swarthmore, PA 19081

Crozerville United Methodist Church
The Rev. Dorothy M. Field, Pastor
P.O. Box 379

Swarthmore, PA 19081-0379

Evangelical Association for the Promotion
of Education

Dr. Anthony Campolo, President

P.O. Box 7238

St. Davids, PA, 19087

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religious
Society of Friends

Standing Committee on Education

Deborah Lyons

1515 Cherry Street

Philadelphia, PA 19102

Presbytery of Philadelphia

Edward D. Gehres, Jr., Executive Presbyter
2200 Locust Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103

United Methodist Women of Arch Street
Church

Margaret Harris

228 S. 21st Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsylvania
Bishop Charles Bennison

240 South 4™ Street

Philadelphia, PA 19106

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
Judith T. Beck, Associate Rector
313 Pine St

Philadelphia, PA 19106

Mental Health Association of Southeastern
Pennsylvania

Eric D. Ashton

Director, Child & Adolescent Public Policy
1211 Chestnut Street, 11" Floor
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107

Northwest Interfaith Movement
Rabbi George Stern

6757 Greene Street
Philadelphia, PA 19119

The Alliance for Progress Charter School
Marilyn Rivers

1821-39 Cecil B. Moore Ave
Philadelphia, Pa, 19121

Philadelphia HUNE, Inc.
(Hispanos Unidos Para Nifios
Excepcionales)

Luz Hernandez

202 W. Cecil B. Moore Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19122

Alliance for Inclusive Education (ALFIE)
Alan Holdsworth

1341 N. Delaware Ave, Suite 105
Philadelphia, Pa 19125

Liberty Resources (LRI)

Thomas Earle

1341 N. Delaware Ave, Suite 105
Philadelphia, Pa 19125

League of Women Voters of Chester County
Dottie Cook, President

112 N. Chester Road

West Chester, PA 19380

MHASP

Parent's Involved Network, Montgomery Co.
Lisa Novick

700 East Main Street, #2 North

Norristown, PA 19401

Messiah United Methodist Church
Rev. Nancy L. Miler, Pastor

527 Ridge Pike

Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

Northeast Community Watch
Lisa Heller, Director
1321 N. 11" Street
Reading, PA 19604

United Church of Christ
Penn Central Conference
Rev. Dr. Marja Coons-Torn
Conference Minister



INDIVIDUALS:

Susan Plesniak
214 Broadway Extension
North Versailles, PA 15137

Cindy Duch
3016 Greenridge Drive
Verona, PA 15147

Sharon Brady Patil
516 Meridan St.
Pittsburgh.Pa 15211

Christine Murdock
3232 Bainton Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15212

Robert Maddock
3826 East St
Pittsburgh Pa, 15214

Cathy Fitzgibbons Scott
215 Sieaforth Avenue
Pittsburgh PA 15216

Bonita Allen
6554 Northumberland St
Pittsburgh, PA 15217-1302

Janet Edwards Anti
1117 S. Negley Av
Pittsburgh PA 15217

Elizabeth Odoroff, Ph.D.
1249 Murdoch Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15217

Wallace Watson, Ph.D.
141 Lloyd Ave.
Pittsburgh 15218

Dr. Helen C. Sobehart
614 Manilla St.
Pittsburgh., PA 15219

Vanessa Johnson
716 Lamar Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15221

Ray Griffith
1106 Rebecca Ave.
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221

Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson
716 Lamar Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15221

Henry Scriven

Assistant Bishop of Pittsburgh
535 Smithfield Street, Suite 900
Pittsburgh PA 15222

Mary Ziegler
326 Morton Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15234

Lou Anne Caligiuri
1634 Georgetown Place
Pittsburgh, PA 15235

Nancy Crowder
4823 Roberta Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15236-2044

Marie Mambuca
369 Goldsmith Rd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

Gay Vroble
311 ridge church road
Amity, PA 15311

Bonnie Wilson
112 High St
Mt Pleasant, PA 15666

Ruth Batik
2303 Spruce Road,
Cherry Tree, PA 15724

Jim Lumpp
698 Bobwhite Drive
Hermitage, PA 16148

Robert J. Clarke
269 Maple Dr.
Hermitage, PA 16148

Marjorie E. Loeffler
8141 Grubb Rd.
McKean, PA 16426

Jim and Geri Smith
1045 Silliman Avenue
Erie, PA 16511

James E Andrews
648 Galen Drive
State College, PA 16803



David L. Kranz
301 South College Street
Carlisle, PA 17013

Tim Potts

15 Har-John Lane

Barnitz, PA 17013

Karen Allen

244 S, 6th St.

Lebanon, PA 17042

Bishop Jane Allen Middleton
Harrisburg Area, The United Methodist
Church

303 Mulberry Drive, Suite 100
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050-3141

Alice & Charlie F. McNutt, Jr.
5225 Wilson Lane #2137
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

Gina M. Huey

OliveTree E-Com & Web Design
H.C. 61 Box 565-B

Mill Creek, PA 17060

Rev. Deborah Heisley-Cato
Harrisburg District Superintendent
The United Methodist Church
4811 Jonestown Road, Suite 231
Harrisburg, PA 17109

April Pellegrini.
3631 Brookridge Terrace, Apt. 302
Harrisburg, PA 17109

Elizabeth H. Kury.
420 Fishing Creek Valley Rod,
Harrisburg, PA 17112

Elaine L. Jones

Upper Adams School Board Member
108 E. Main Street

Arendtsville, PA 17303-0489

Rev. Dr. Bruce P. Bouchard, Pastor
Grace United Church of Christ

100 Fourth Street

Hanover, PA 17331

Kathleen Clark

4 Apple Tree Circle
Wrightsville, PA 17368
Nancy Lowe Larsen
326 W Newton Ave.
York PA 17404

Mike Lawrence

Upper Adams School District Business
Administrator

500 Scout Ridge Lane

York, PA 17406

Beth Beals
2761 Stevens Summit
Columbia, PA 17512

Kathryn Blackburn
414 Penn View Drive
Millersville, PA 17551

Renee Blankenstein
405 Stonegate Court
Millersville PA 17551

Christina Duncan, Member

Parent Involvement Steering Committee
School District of Lancaster

30 Wabnak Road

Millersville, PA 17551

Robert D. and Roma J. Sayre
400 Manor View Drive
Millersville, PA 17551-2016

Joseph T. Lester, Jr.
Margaret C. Lester

817 Willow Valley Lakes Drive
Willow Street, PA 17584

Barbara S. Achtermann
2629 Valley View Drive
Lancaster Pa 17601

Rabbi Jack P. Paskoff
102 White Oak Drive
Lancaster, PA 17601

Kathleen Potier
1945 Park Plaza
Lancaster, PA 17601

Andrea L. Brown
217 S. School Lane
Lancaster, PA 17603

Dennis Deslippe
107 Atkins Ave
Lancaster PA 17603



Sean Flaherty
937 Virginia Avenue
Lancaster, PA 17603

Deb Frailey
301 Spencer Avenue
Lancaster PA, 17603

The Rev. Dr. Donald Freeman
338 N. West End Ave.
Lancaster, PA 17603

Alison Kibler
107 Atkins Ave
Lancaster PA 17603

Carol & Barry Kornhauser
1065 Columbia Avenue
Lancaster, PA 17603

Laura Sadler Olin
1029 Woods Avenue
Lancaster, PA 17603

Ted Fritz
3384 West Walker Road
Bath, PA 18014

Peter Crownfield
569 Brighton Street
Bethlehem, PA 18015

Marcie Lightwood
434 Second Avenue
Bethlehem, PA 18018

Ruth Dex
2897 Sheffield Drive
Emmaus, PA 18049

Bob Bold
4315 Sand Spring Road
Allentown, Pa. 18104

Donald and Virginia Knapp
162 Springhouse Rd.
Allentown, Pa. 18104

Lynne Dougherty
2141 Herblew Road
Warrington, PA 18976

Charlotte Hummel, School Board Director
WIlliam Penn School District

55 West Stewart Ave.

Lansdowne, PA 19050

Elizabeth Useem
Educational Consultant
352 Woodley Road
Merion Station, PA 19066

Thomas J.Harley
1427 Ashton Rd
Havertown, PA 19083

Mary Jane Kirby
201 Kathmere Road
Havertown, PA 19083

Caitlin Coslett
2003 Wallace Street
Philadelphia PA 19130

Margaret A. Wood
1602 S. Plum Point Dr.,
Exton, PA 19341

Paulet Persing
182 S. Orchard Avenue
Kennett Square, PA 19348

Alice Fling
335 Ray-Mar Rd.
Oxford, PA 19363

Rev. Steven E. Belinski
Grace Lutheran Church
33 So. 11th Street
Reading, Pa 19602

William Vitale, AIA

President, Designworks Architects
1240 Hill Road

Reading, PA 19602

Rev. John J. Hilbert
Erie, PA



